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ANGELUS AT CASTEL GANDOLFO: SUNDAY, 20 JULY

Build a new Europe: renew her Christian roots

On Sunday, 20 July, the Holy Fa-
ther led the recitation of the Angelus
with the pilgrims who had gathered in
the courtyard of his summer resi-
dence in Castel Gandolfo. The Pope
introduced the Marian praver with a
Reflection on the importance of recall-
ing Europe’s Christian roots. In this
period prior to the signing of the Eu-
ropean Constitution in October, the
Holy Father said, “The Church is also
prompted to make her own contribu-
tion to this important task which in-
volves all the members of European
svmr.ty He pointed out that Chris-
tianity is a central and defining ele-
ment, “established on the firm foun-
dation of the classical heritage and
the multiple contributions offered by
the various ethnic and cultural
streams which have succeeded one
another down the centuries”, Finally,
the Holy Father recalled that 20 July
is also the 100th anniversary of the
death of Pope Leo XIII, “the Pope of
Rerum Novarum”, who published 10
Encyclicals on the Rosary and gave a
renewed impetus to the study of St
Thomas Aquinas. The following is a
translation of the Pope’s Reflection,
which was given in Italian.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
1. In recent months intense work has

European culture universal. This her-
itage cannot be squandered. On the con-
trary, the new Europe should be helped
“to build herself by revitalizing her orig-
inal Christian roots” (cf. ibid., n. 25).

May Europe become ‘transparently
open to the Gospel’

3. May Mary, Mother of Hope, watch
over the Church in Europe so that it
may be more and more “transparently
open to the Gospel” (ibid., n. 125) and
an authentic place for the growth of
communion and unity, so that the full
brightness of the face of Christ may
shine out for the peace and joy of every
inhabitant of the European Continent.

After praying the Angelus, the Holy
Father said:

Today is the centenary of the death
of Pope Leo Xill, Vincenzo Gioacchino
Pecci. Remembered above all as the
Pope of Rerum Novarum, the Encycli-
cal that marked the begining of the
modern social teaching of the Church,
he developed a broad and ariculate
Magisterium; in particular, he reintro-
duced Thomistic studies and encouraged
a deeper spiritual life in the Christian
people. In this Year of the Rosary, it
cannot be forgotten that Leo XIII dedi-
cated 10 Encyclicals to the Rosary. To-
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